Hodsdon's wards. A rectal examination showed a very tight stricture, but the mucous membrane was intact. The mass causing the stricture, however, was extremely hard.
Mr Hodsdon diagnosed carcinoma, and performed a colostomy with the object of relieving the chronic obstruction, and, at the same time, investigating the condition from above. On the abdomen being opened a large quantity of free fluid escaped ; the parietal peritoneum and all the viscera in the vicinity were invaded by numerous small secondary deposits.
The examination of one of these deposits removed at the operation showed the condition to be one of scirrhus with colloid degeneration.
The youngest case Mr Hodsdon had seen suffering from a similar condition was a boy thirteen years of age.
He showed this patient, as he believed the condition to be more common in young males than is generally supposed.
